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Media Release
Looking Ahead to Lucerne Festival in 2024

Focusing on the theme of “Curiosity,” the 2024 Summer Festival (13 August to 15 September) will
celebrate the 20™ anniversary of the Lucerne Festival Academy. Lisa Batiashvili and Sheku Kanneh-
Mason will be featured as “artistes étoiles,” and Lisa Streich and Beat Furrer will be the composers-in-
residence.

The music of Ludwig van Beethoven wiill be the focus of the Spring Festival (22 to 24 March), with
Riccardo Chailly and Pablo Heras-Casado conducting the Lucerne Festival Orchestra.

Among the guests Igor Levit has invited to the Piano Fest (9 to 12 May) are the Berliner Barock
Solisten, Lukas Sternath, Johanna Summer, and the rapper and songwriter Danger Dan.

Lucerne, 2 November 2023. New works and modes of presentation: with this summer’s theme of
“Curiosity,” Lucerne Festival will explore the “craving for the new” — which is what the German word
for curiosity, Neugier, literally means. Exemplifying such “curiosity” par excellence is the Lucerne
Festival Academy, which celebrates its 20" anniversary. Every summer, the Academy brings together
some 100 young instrumentalists, conductors, and composers to engage with the new, with
contemporary music. The Swedish composer Lisa Streich and the Swiss-Austrian composer Beat
Furrer will have a prominent presence as composers-in-residence. As “artistes étoiles,” the Georgian-
German violinist Lisa Batiashvili and the British cellist Sheku Kanneh-Mason will showcase their
versatile talents in a variety of concert formats. Music Director Riccardo Chailly will conduct the
Lucerne Festival Orchestra in two evenings: Mahler’'s Seventh Symphony for the opening concert and
an all-Rachmaninoff program. Guest conductors Yannick Nézet-Séguin and, for the first time, Klaus
Makela, will lead the Lucerne Festival Orchestra on two additional evenings. The closing concert on
15 September will present Arnold Schoenberg’s monumental Gurre-Lieder in a performance by the
NDR Elbphilharmonie Orchestra under Alan Gilbert.

For its anniversary year, the Lucerne Festival Academy welcomes to the podium the young conductor
and former Academy student Ruth Reinhardt, as well as Sir George Benjamin and Beat Furrer, whose
70" birthday will be celebrated. \Works by the Academy’s founder Pierre Boulez and its Artistic Director
Wolfgang Rihm are on the program, and the Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra (LFCO) will
perform music by both of this summer’s composers-in-residence: the world premiere of an orchestral
work that Beat Furrer has written for the “Roche Commissions” series and Lisa Streich’s Concerto for
Trumpet and Orchestra.

This summer, audiences can as usual look forward to enjoying the stars of the music world as well as
the most-eminent international orchestras and conductors. Among these will be the Berliner
Philharmoniker with Kirill Petrenko, the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra with Myung-\Whun Chung, the
Vienna Philharmonic with Christian Thielemann, the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra with Sir
Simon Rattle, the Chineke! Orchestra with Leslie Suganandarajah, the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra
with Andris Nelsons, the Mahler Chamber Orchestra with Antonello Manacorda, the Orchestre de Paris
with Klaus Méakela, the Czech Philharmonic with Jakub Hrasa, the Cleveland Orchestra with Franz
Welser-Most, the Munich Philharmonic with Lahav Shani, and the Staatskapelle Berlin with Susanna
Malkki. Swiss ensembles that will participate include the Tonhalle-Orchester Ziirich with Paavo Jarvi
and the Lucerne Symphony Orchestra with Michael Sanderling. In addition to the two “artistes étoiles,”
the most sought-after international soloists will perform, including Leif Ove Andsnes, Rudolf
Buchbinder, Renaud Capucon, Lea Desandre, Mao Fujita, Patricia Kopatchinskaja, Alexander Malofeev,
Anne-Sophie Mutter, \/ikingur Olafsson, Anna Prohaska, Beatrice Rana, Andras Schiff, Daniil Trifonov,
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and many more. The program offerings encompass solo recitals, symphony orchestra concerts, debuts,
free-admission formats such as the 40min and 40min Open Air series, the world music festival “In the
Streets,” numerous family and school concerts, and additional contemporary music highlights.
Complete details about the programming will be announced in early March 2024.

Homage to Beethoven: the Lucerne Festival Orchestra Residency at the 2024 Spring Festival

At the Spring Festival, which will likewise take place at the KKL Lucerne, from 22 to 24 March 2024,
the Lucerne Festival Orchestra will devote two orchestral concerts to the music of Ludwig van
Beethoven; in addition, soloists from the Lucerne Festival Orchestra will perform an evening of
chamber music featuring works by Mozart, Dvofak, and Tchaikovsky. Music Director Riccardo Chailly
and Pablo Heras-Casado will each conduct one concert of repertoire including Beethoven'’s First,
Second, and Seventh Symphonies as well as his Violin Concerto, with the Swedish violinist Daniel
Lozakovich as the soloist. Bucherer 1888 is the new Main Sponsor of the Spring Festival.

From Bach to Danger Dan: The 2024 Piano Fest

For this second annual edition of the new Piano Fest, which Igor Levit curates for Lucerne Festival, the
acclaimed pianist once again plans to bridge the gap between classical music and other musical
genres by inviting a remarkable variety of artistic figures he esteems highly to the KKL Luzern from 9 to
12 May 2024. Levit himself will perform a solo program and will additionally appear together with his
master student Lukas Sternath and the Berliner Barock Solisten. The rapper and songwriter Danger Dan
will present his program Das ist alles von der Kunstfreiheit gedeckt (“That Is All Covered by Artistic
Freedom”), while the jazz pianist Johanna Summer will return to give a solo recital juxtaposing classical
music and jazz improvisation. To conclude this four-day festival, most of the artists will join together
for a finale performance, in which Igor Levit, Johanna Summer, Lukas Sternath, and members of the
Berliner Barock Solisten will share the stage.

Advance sales: For the Summer Festival, advance online sales starts start on 19 March 2024 at
12.00 pm Swiss time; subscriptions can be purchased starting now. For all Piano Fest as well as
Spring Festival concerts, advance sales begin on 14 November 2023 at 12.00 pm Swiss time. The
detailed program is now available on the Festival’s website.

Press photos can be downloaded at lucernefestival.ch/en/press/photos.

Spring Festival

Main Sponsor Bucherer 1888
Piano Fest
Founding Partners Berthold Herrmann and Mariann Grawe-Gerber

Summer Festival

Main Sponsors Credit Suisse | Kiihne-Stiftung | Dr. Christoph M. Miiller and Sibylla M. Midiller |
Roche | Zurich Insurance Company Ltd

Concert Sponsors Artemis Group / Franke Group | KPMG AG | Nestlé S.A. | Viking

Contacts for Press and Public Relations
Nina Steinhart, Head of Public Relations | n.steinhart@lucernefestival.ch | T +41 (0)41 226 44 43
Sereina Kubli | s.kubli@lucernefestival.ch | T +41 (0)41 226 44 59
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