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2023 SUMMER FESTIVAL 
8 August to 10 September 

“Paradise” is the theme. 

The Festival celebrates the 20th anniversary of the Lucerne Festival Orchestra with concerts led by 
Music Director Riccardo Chailly and Yannick Nézet-Séguin. 

The Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra (LFCO) collaborates with composer-in-residence Enno 
Poppe.  

The pianist Daniil Trifonov is “artiste étoile.” 

Along with the Berlin and Vienna Philharmonics and the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, visiting 
ensembles include the Boston Symphony Orchestra, the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra, the Oslo 
Philharmonic, and the Staatskapelle Dresden. 

Ten years of the 40min series  

Lucerne, 6 March 2023. “Paradise,” the 2023 Summer Festival theme, is simultaneously relevant and 
ambivalent. In an era of climate change and war in Ukraine, it represents the longing for an ideal 
world. Paradise is an idealized version of something that no longer exists and perhaps never did yet 
still inspires the imagination as a symbol of eternal life, of pristine nature, happiness, and peace. The 
Festival will trace the presence of this theme in four symphonies by Mahler among other works, a 
semi-staged version of Henry Purcell’s The Fairy Queen, and a concert performance of Richard 
Wagner’s Das Rheingold, as well as Joseph Haydn’s The Seasons, Richard Strauss’s An Alpine 
Symphony, and the world premiere of a newly commissioned work on the theme of “Paradise” by 
Jessie Cox.  

Opening Week with Youth Orchestras, the Lucerne Festival Orchestra, and Daniil Trifonov 
The Lucerne Festival Orchestra, which celebrates its 20th anniversary this year, officially opens the 
Summer Festival on 11 August with Gustav Mahler’s Third Symphony under the baton of its Music 
Director Riccardo Chailly. As a Creation story in sound, the work tells of the beginning of the world 
and provides a brilliant introduction to the Festival theme of “Paradise.” The concert is also 
traditionally broadcast in an event known as “Lakeside Symphony” in Inseli Park right next to the KKL 
Luzern. The opening speech on the theme of "Paradise" will be delivered by Urban Federer, Abbot of 
Einsiedeln Monastery. During the days preceding this, international youth orchestras will bridge the 
way to jazz and cultural diversity: among them the Havana Lyceum Orchestra with Sarah Willis and 
the National Youth Orchestra Jazz of Carnegie Hall (known as NYO Jazz), along with with Sean Jones 
and Dee Dee Bridgewater. The Lucerne Festival Orchestra musicians will present another five 
concerts through 19 August: Chailly will conduct a Mozart-Brahms evening with Maria João Pires as 
the soloist and continues the Rachmaninoff cycle with the First Symphony and Fourth Piano Concerto 
featuring “artiste étoile” Daniil Trifonov as the soloist. To conclude the residency, guest conductor 
Yannick Nézet-Séguin will lead accounts of Anton Bruckner's Eighth Symphony and D’un soir triste by 
Lili Boulanger. In addition, soloists from the orchestra will perform two concerts of chamber music, on 
one of which Daniil Trifonov will join the performers. To mark the Lucerne Festival Orchestra’s 
anniversary, these concert programs will be supplemented by a series of screenings of recorded 
historic concerts in Lucerne’s “stattkino” and a panel discussion with musicians.  

“Artiste étoile” Daniil Trifonov can be heard in a total of four concerts; along with his two appearances 
with the Lucerne Festival Orchestra, he will appear as the soloist with the Mahler Chamber Orchestra 
and play a poetic and virtuoso solo recital program ranging from Mozart and Schumann to Ravel and 
Scriabin. 
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A Parade of the Major International Symphony Orchestras 
The Berlin and Vienna Philharmonic Orchestras, as well as the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, will 
again be among the symphonic highlights at the KKL Luzern in the summer of 2023. The list of 
acclaimed international orchestras lined up to make guest appearances at the Festival within the 
space of a month also includes the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, the West-Eastern Divan Orchestra, 
the Mahler Chamber Orchestra, the Lucerne Symphony Orchestra, the Dresden Festival Orchestra 
with Concerto Köln, the Oslo Philharmonic, the Boston Symphony Orchestra, the Leipzig Gewandhaus 
Orchestra, Il Giardino Armonico, Les Arts Florissants, Les Siècles, the Bavarian Staatsorchester, the 
Orchestra di Padova e del Veneto, and the Sächsische Staatskapelle Dresden. The Ukrainian Freedom 
Orchestra will take a stand against the Russian war of aggression in Ukraine. And the Munich 
Philharmonic Orchestra will conclude this summer’s Lucerne Festival with a performance of Mahler’s 
Second Symphony, the so-called “Resurrection" Symphony, in the closing concert conducted by 
Mirga Gražinytė-Tyla.  

Guest Conductors: The Most Successful Young Stars on the Podium 
The most sought-after of the young generation of conductors will be represented by Maxim 
Emelyanychev, Mirga Gražinytė-Tyla, Jakub Hrůša, Klaus Mäkelä, and Lahav Shani. In addition, such 
stars of the podium as Giovanni Antonini, Daniel Barenboim, Herbert Blomstedt, William Christie, 
Wolfram Christ, Iván Fischer, Daniel Harding, Vladimir Jurowski, Susanna Mälkki, Kent Nagano, Andris 
Nelsons, Yannick Nézet-Séguin, Kirill Petrenko, François-Xavier Roth, Michael Sanderling, Christian 
Thielemann, Ilan Volkov, and Keri-Lynn Wilson will conduct. The soloists for the symphony concerts 
include Cecilia Bartoli, Isabelle Faust, Anne-Sophie Mutter, Antoine Tamestit and Christian Tetzlaff. 

Great Names: Pianists in the Summer of 2023 
Alongside “artiste étoile” Daniil Trifonov, some of the most important keyboard virtuosos in the field 
can also be heard this summer in Lucerne: Martha Argerich, Yefim Bronfman, Igor Levit, Maria João 
Pires, Jean-Yves Thibaudet, and Yuja Wang. The emerging artist Mao Fujita, Víkingur Ólafsson, and Sir 
András Schiff will additionally give solo recitals. 

Lucerne Festival Academy’s Collaboration with Enno Poppe 
For a three-week period in Lucerne, the Lucerne Festival Academy once again welcomes around 100 
young instrumentalists who will join with former Academy members to form the Lucerne Festival 
Contemporary Orchestra (LFCO), as well as four conductors and eight composers. The “Roche Young 
Commissions” series will present world premieres by David Moliner and Hovik Sardaryan. Wolfgang 
Rihm, the Academy’s Artistic Director, together with Dieter Ammann, has selected eight young 
composers to participate in the Composer Seminar. Ilan Volkov will present a world premiere by the 
Swiss composer Jessie Cox on the theme of “Paradise,” the work Spiral by Peter Ruzicka, and Minds 
in Flux for orchestra and interactive electronics by George Lewis. The LFCO will focus on 
compositions by composer-in-residence Enno Poppe, who will rehearse his large cycle Speicher I-VI 
and the orchestral piece Fett, among other pieces, with Academy members. For the räsonanz — 
Donor Concert, François-Xavier Roth will conduct his orchestra Les Siècles in works by György Ligeti 
and Enno Poppe. The concert on 27 August, featuring ensembles from the LFCO, will explore the 
theme of “Paradise” through a program of works by Tania León, Clara Iannotta, Lei Liang, and Jalalu-
Kalvert Nelson. Nelson’s work addresses racism and discrimination, highlighting how far our everyday 
life is from society’s Garden of Eden. Susanna Mälkki will conduct Stravinsky's Le Sacre du printemps 
in the Academy’s closing concert. 

The Festival will present a total of 19 world premieres this summer. In addition to new works by Enno 
Poppe, Wolfgang Rihm, Jörg Widmann, Daniel Schnyder, and Jessie Cox as well as numerous young 
composers from the Composer Seminar, the “Roche Young Commissions” series and the  
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I&I Foundation will contribute new compositions. Numerous Swiss premieres will be given, including 
of the Second Violin Concerto by John Willams, with Anne-Sophie Mutter as the soloist and Andris 
Nelsons leading the Boston Symphony Orchestra. 

Anniversary: Ten Years of the 40min Series 
This popular series of free events is celebrating its 10th anniversary. Since 2013, star soloists, 
Academy musicians, ensembles, and orchestras have been appearing in this early-evening format in 
which they offer insights into their Festival program by playing selections and introducing the music 
through moderators and commentary. On the occasion of its anniversary, the Festival is organizing an 
open-air “40min Special” comprising three concerts on the Europaplatz. Sarah Willis will guide this 
afternoon event and will also be joined by members of the Havana Lyceum Orchestra to perform in 
the last of the three concerts. 

Music for Future, Cooperation with the Luzerner Theater, and “In the Streets” 
As part of this summer’s Music for Future programming, young soloists and ensembles will again 
perform in the Debut series at the Lukaskirche. The lineup includes the Isidore String Quartet, the 
pianist Dmytro Choni, the violist Timothy Ridout, the pianist Isata Kanneh-Mason, the baritone Äneas 
Humm, the hornist Ben Goldscheider, and the Atenea Quartet, which won the “Prix Credit Suisse 
Jeunes Solistes” last December. Four of the musicians will each give the world premiere of a work by 
four young composers newly commissioned from the I&I Foundation. Family concerts include the 
Cello Comedy Im Himmel (“In Heaven”) by DuoCalva and Der Teufel mit den goldenen Löckchen (“The 
Devil with the Golden Curls”) by Jörg Schade, Franz-Georg Stähling, and Andreas N. Tarkmann. 
Lucerne Festival will offer a total of more than 20 events exclusively for school classes, including five 
concerts at the KKL Luzern — one of which is with the Berlin Philharmonic Brass Ensemble in the 
Concert Hall. 

The Luzerner Theater’s new production of Henry Purcell’s opera Dido and Aeneas, this year’s 
collaboration with Lucerne Festival, will open the theater’s season. From 22 to 27 August, the “In the 
Streets” Festival will fill Lucerne’s old city with world music, with a total of eight international music 
groups participating; all eight will gather on the Europaplatz for the opening and closing concerts. 

This year's summer program is made possible thanks to the support of over 40 sponsors, foundations, 
and patrons as well as some 400 Friends of Lucerne Festival. We are deeply thankful to all of our 
partners and supporters for their indispensable commitment. We warmly welcome Dr. Christoph M. 
Müller and Sibylla M. Müller as new Main Sponsors of the Summer Festival. And we are delighted to 
extend our partnerships with the Kühne Foundation and Zurich Insurance Company Ltd as Main 
Sponsors.  

Online ticket sales for the Summer Festival begin on 28 March 2023 at 12.00 noon (Swiss time). 

Press photos may be downloaded at lucernefestival.ch/en/press/photos. Additional media releases 
discussing key aspects of the programming can be found in the press section on the website. 

Summer Festival 
Main Sponsors  Credit Suisse | Kühne-Stiftung | Dr. Christoph M. Müller and Sibylla M. Müller | 
   Roche | Zurich Insurance Company Ltd 
Concert Sponsors Artemis Group / Franke Group | KPMG AG | Nestlé S.A. | The Adecco Group | 

Viking 

Contacts for Press and Public Relations 
Nina Steinhart, Head of Public Relations | n.steinhart@lucernefestival.ch | T +41 (0)41 226 44 43 
Sereina Kubli | s.kubli@lucernefestival.ch | T +41 (0)41 226 44 59 

https://www.lucernefestival.ch/en/press/photos

