






Bernard Haitink | Artistic Director of the Master Class

Bernard Haitink, who was born in 1929 in Amsterdam, studied violin 
at the Conservatory of his native city and took conducting courses 
from Ferdinand Leitner. His first appointment was as violinist with 
the Netherlands Radio Symphony Orchestra, whose principal 
guest conductor he became in 1955. The following year he conduc-
ted the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra for the first time. In 1961 
he was appointed principal conductor of this renowned ensemble 
alongside Eugen Jochum, and from 1964 to 1988 he took on full 
responsibility for the orchestra. In addition, he has served as artis-
tic director of the London Philharmonic Orchestra (1967–79), the 
Glyndebourne Festival (1977–88), and the Royal Opera House in 
London (1987–2002); as principal conductor of the Staatskapelle 
Dresden (2002–04); and as principal conductor of the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra (2006–10). Some of the ensembles that 
Bernard Haitink conducts as a guest conductor include the Berlin 
and Vienna Philharmonics, the Boston Symphony Orchestra, and 
the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra, with whom he recorded 
Wagner’s ���
 cycle. Music of the 19 th and early 20th centuries is the 
focus of his repertory; in particular his interpretations of Bruckner, 
Mahler, and Shostakovich, which have also been recorded, are 
considered benchmarks. He collaborated with the Chamber  
Orchestra of Europe in the 2008-09 season to perform a Beethoven 
cycle exclusively for LUCERNE FESTIVAL; in 2010-11 they have un-
dertaken a seven-part Brahms project which will be concluded this 
summer. Haitink is also closely connected to the Festival in an edu-
cational capacity through his master class in conducting, which 
began in April 2011 and which will span three years. Bernard Hai-
tink has been honored with numerous awards for his musical 
achievements: He is honorary conductor of the Royal Concert- 
gebouw Orchestra, a Knight of the British Empire, and a member 
of  the Order of the House of Orange-Nassau. �������� 
	������
named him Musician of the Year in 2007. 

Festival Strings Lucerne

The Festival Strings Lucerne was established in 1956 by Wolfgang 
Schneiderhan and Rudolf Baumgartner. The regular ensemble 
consists of 16 string players but can also be expanded to a larger 
chamber orchestra according to the specific repertoire. The Strings 
owe their special sound both to the masterful instruments owned 
by the players, which were made in the legendary workshops of 
Cremona by Stradivari, Guarneri, and Amati, and to their great 
performance tradition. Since 1998 Achim Fiedler has served as Ar-
tistic Director. He has already led his musicians in concerts on eve-
ry continent. Following performances in South America (2007), the 
United States (2008), Japan (2009), and Europe (2010), they will 
undertake a concert tour of Asia in 2011. At its headquarters in Lu-
cerne the ensemble offers a concert series at the KKL and is a regu-
lar part of LUCERNE FESTIVAL’s programming. The repertoire of 
the Festival Strings Lucerne extends from the Baroque to contem-
porary music. During their 55-year history, they have given the 
world premieres of more than 100 works, including compositions 
by Jean Françaix, Frank Martin, Bohuslav Martinů, Sándor Veress, 
Iannis Xenakis, Krzysztof Penderecki, Klaus Huber, Peter Ruzicka, 
and Beat Furrer. Another defining feature has been their collabora-
tion with famous soloists, from Yehudi Menuhin, David Oistrakh, 
Pablo Casals, Wilhelm Kempff, and Clara Haskil to such contem-
porary stars as Anne-Sophie Mutter, Viktoria Mullova, Leonidas 
Kavakos, James Galway, and Mischa Maisky. The ensemble regu-
larly releases CDs: most recently, a complete recording of Felix 
Mendelssohn’s string symphonies. In 2007 the Festival Strings  
Lucerne won the Echo Klassik Award for their account of the Bach 
keyboard concertos with pianist Martin Stadtfeld.



LUCERNE FESTIVAL Bernard Haitink Master Class 2012
Application Form

Please fill out in block letters: 

Last name

First name

Date of birth (dd mm yy)	   	 Female	 Male

Nationality

Current address

Alternative address

Phone

Mobile

E-Mail

Submit your application form accompanied by:

–	 DVD-Recording of a performance/rehearsal (two works)
–	 Curriculum vitae and photo
–	 Repertoire list

Application Deadline | 9 December 2011 (postmark)

LUCERNE FESTIVAL | Christiane Weber | Hirschmattstrasse 13 | 
P.O. Box | 6002 Lucerne | Switzerland 

I hereby confirm the correctness and authenticity of the submitted 
information and documents and express my agreement with the conditions 
of the participation.  

Place | Date

Signature

Current musical education and musical activities

Principal teachers

Conducting experience

Degrees / Prices

What are your personal expectations relative to the Bernard Haitink Master Class?

Repertoire on enclosed DVD


