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Dear Applicants

Lucerne was never merely a way-station. The great musicians – the 
greatest of their time – who have appeared at the International  
Music Festival, now known as LUCERNE FESTIVAL, have always  
understood this place on the lake, so graced by nature and culture 
alike, to be a refuge. It is here, in the pause between busy seasons 
and far from the hustle of routine teaching assignments, that 
they are provided an oasis – one that allows them to pass on their  
wisdom and musical mastery to a younger generation.
This is the tradition that Maestro Bernard Haitink will take up over 
the next three years as he teaches a profession, and an art, alleged 
to be “unteachable” – namely, how to conduct. Yet it is precisely the 
mastery of this musical discipline which is able to unite disparate 
talents and faculties. Conducting combines aspects often deemed 
contradictory: the physical and mental, overwhelmingly practical 
experience and analytical intelligence, historical knowledge and in-
terpersonal skills such as the ability to communicate and to coope-
rate with colleagues. Can these qualities really be learned? Through 
his presence alone, through conversational exchange, and through 
personal contact, I am convinced that a personality such as Bernard 
Haitink will be able to initiate young musicians not just into the  
secrets of his profession but into its fundamental, practical requi-
rements as well – though I use the term “initiate” with caution, as 
it seems to be at odds with someone as lucid and clear-minded as 
Bernard Haitink.
I am grateful to Maestro Bernard Haitink for enriching our festival 
with a master class for conductors. And I am especially pleased that 
he, who has chosen to live in Lucerne and who feels deeply con-
nected to our city and region likewise thinks of this project as an 
act of gratitude, a give and take between a musical master and this  
musical city on the lake. And to all the young musicians from around 
the world who are candidates for our master class, I wish success, 
strong nerves and a most favorable outcome and, not least, a stay 
in Lucerne that you will remember for the rest of your lives.

Michael Haefliger | Artistic and Executive Director LUCERNE FESTIVAL 

Dates | 	 Thursday, 14 – Sunday, 17 April 2011
	 Arrival Day: Wednesday, 13 April 2011
	 Departure Day: Monday, 18 April 2011

Program

Johannes Brahms (1833–1897)
Symphony No. 4 in E minor, Op. 98

Anton Bruckner (1924–1896)
Symphony No. 4 in E flat major, 2nd movement

Béla Bartók (1881–1945)
Concerto for Orchestra 

The Master Class in Conducting led by Bernard Haitink will focus on 
three orchestral compositions. Six to seven young, highly talented 
conductors will study and rehearse these works with Bernard  
Haitink and the Festival Strings Lucerne. The Master Class is open 
to anyone who wishes to audit. 

Bernard Haitink | Artistic Director of the Master Class
Festival Strings Lucerne and Guests



Profile of Participants
– Advanced conducting students and professional conductors
– Age limit: 32 years
– Course language: English

Documents to be submitted
– Application form
– DVD-Recording of a performance/rehearsal (two works)
– Curriculum vitae and photo
– Repertoire list

Application deadline | 10 December 2010

Audition | The course management will decide on 20 to 25 final 
candidates (pre-selection) upon receipt of the registration docu-
ments. These pre-selection results will be announced by the middle 
of January 2011. A final selection under the direction of Bernard  
Haitink on the first day of the Master Class (14 April 2011) will decide 
on the six to seven active participants of the Master Class. 

There is no right of legal appeal. No correspondence will be  
conducted regarding the decisions.

Course fee | Course fee for active participation EUR 300, 
course fee for auditors EUR 60.

Travel | Travel costs have to be covered by each participant.

Accommodation | Accommodation costs have to be 
covered by each participant. LUCERNE FESTIVAL can assist in  
finding accommodation. 

Meals | All meals must be paid by each participant.

Scores | Each participant must procure his/her own scores.

Organisation
Bernard Haitink | Artistic Director of the Master Class

Michael Haefliger | Artistic and Executive Director LUCERNE FESTIVAL

Alois Koch | Artistic Advisor
Erich Singer | Artistic Advisor

Address
LUCERNE FESTIVAL | Christiane Weber | Hirschmattstrasse 13 | 
P.O. Box | 6002 Lucerne | Switzerland
p +41 (0)41 226 44 55 | f +41 (0)41 226 44 60
c.weber@lucernefestival.ch | www.lucernefestival.ch
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Bernard Haitink | Artistic Director of the Master Class

Bernard Haitink was born in 1929 in Amsterdam, where he studied 
violin at the conservatory and took courses in conducting from  
Ferdinand Leitner among others. He began his career as a violinist 
with the Netherlands Radio Symphony Orchestra, whose Principal 
Guest Conductor he became in 1955. The following year, he con-
ducted the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra for the first time. In 
1961 he was named co-principal conductor of this renowned en-
semble, alongside Eugen Jochum, and between 1964 and 1988 he 
alone held that position. He has moreover served as artistic direc-
tor of the London Philharmonic Orchestra (1967–79) and as music 
director of the Glyndebourne Festival (1977–88) and London’s  
Royal Opera House (1987–2002), as well as principal conductor of 
the Dresden Staatskapelle (2002–04). From 1994 to 1999 he also 
headed the European Union Youth Orchestra, which fosters highly 
gifted young musical talent. He has been Principal Conductor of 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra since September 2006. Bernard 
Haitink has regularly appeared as a guest conductor with eminent 
orchestras, including the Berlin and Vienna Philharmonics, the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra, and the Bavarian Radio Symphony 
Orchestra, with whom he performed Wagner’s Ring cycle. At the 
center of Haitink’s repertoire is music of the 19th and early-20th 
centuries, and he has set a gold standard in particular with his 
Bruckner, Mahler, und Shostakovich symphony cycles, which he 
has also recorded. Bernard Haitink has received numerous honors 
acknowledging his musical accomplishments. He is Honorary 
Conductor of the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, was accorded 
the title Knight of the British Empire in 1977, and in 1991 received 
the Erasmus Prize. He is also a member of the Order of Orange-
Nassau (a Dutch Order of Merit). Musical America named Haitink 
Musician of the Year in 2007. 

Festival Strings Lucerne

Established in 1956 by Wolfgang Schneiderhan and Rudolf Baum-
gartner, Festival Strings Lucerne has for decades been regarded as 
one of the world’s leading chamber orchestras. Enthusiasm, the 
“golden sound”  (The Washington Post), and a long-standing tradition
sharpen their distinctive profile. Achim Fiedler, who succeeded  
Rudolf Baumgartner in 1998, serves as music director. The orchestra 
regularly tours throughout Europe, America and Asia, appearing 
at prominent festivals and concert halls. The ensemble can also be 
heard annually on its home ground at Lucerne Festival as well 
as at a concert series of its own, which has been held at the KKL 
Luzern since 2003. 

Up to the present day, the orchestra has consistently collaborated 
with the most celebrated soloists, such as Yehudi Menuhin,  
Clara Haskil, David Oistrakh, Wilhelm Kempff, Anne-Sophie Mutter, 
Pinchas Zukerman, Maxim Vengerov and Mischa Maisky. 

Their broad repertoire ranges from works for string ensemble 
to compositions for chamber orchestra and from Baroque to 
contemporary music. An extensive discography – covering more 
than 50 years – includes LP/CD releases for Deutsche Grammo- 
phon, Decca, Denon, Eurodisc, Oehms, and Sony. Premieres 
of 100 works by such significant composers as Frank Martin, 
Jean Françaix, Bohuslav Martinů, Sándor Veress, Iannis Xenakis, 
Krzysztof Penderecki and Beat Furrer are further confirmations of 
the orchestra’s outstanding reputation.



LUCERNE FESTIVAL Bernard Haitink Master Class 2011
Application Form

Please fill out in block letters: 

Last name

First name

Date of birth (dd mm yy)	   	 Female	 Male

Nationality

Current address

Alternative address

Phone

Mobile

E-Mail

Submit your application form accompanied by:

–	 DVD-Recording of a performance/rehearsal (two works)
–	 Curriculum vitae and photo
–	 Repertoire list

Application Deadline | 10 December 2010

LUCERNE FESTIVAL | Christiane Weber | Hirschmattstrasse 13 | 
P.O. Box | 6002 Lucerne | Switzerland 

I hereby confirm the correctness and authenticity of the submitted 
information and documents and express my agreement with the conditions 
of the participation.  

Place | Date

Signature

Current musical education and musical activities

Principal teachers

Conducting experience

Degrees / Prices

What are your personal expectations relative to the Bernard Haitink Master Class?

How did you find out about the Bernard Haitink Master Class?

Repertoire on enclosed DVD


